
 

Farmers and fisherfolk from all over the province received 

various interventions from the Provincial Government of Ori-

ental Mindoro amounting to more than 11 million pesos as 

part of the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office Pamaskong 

Handog para sa Magsasaka at Mangingisdang Mindorenyo 

held on December 10, 2020 at the Bulwagang Panlalawigan, 

Provincial Capitol Complex, Calapan City.  

A total of 121 farmers and fisherfolk cooperative associations bene-

fitted from this program wherein the respective organizations were 

awarded with various farm machineries and equipment such as hand 

tractors, water pumps and engines, power sprayers, knapsack spray-

ers and farm tools. High quality planting materials like grafted cala-

mansi, banana, NSIC fruit tree seedlings and sweet corn seeds were 

given to high value crop growers and corn farmers. Plastic crates 

were also distributed to help vegetable farmers and high value crop 

growers minimize post-harvest losses. Rice Processing Centers which 

are PAgO’s partner in Mindoro Rice Branding Program received or-

ganic fertilizers and laminated sacks which serve as the official pack-

aging for the Mindoro Dinorado Rice. Organic agriculture practition-

ers were also given organic fertilizers and plastic drum containers for 

their organic concoction production. Financial Assistance amounting 

to P613,065.00 was granted to 3 Fisherfolk Associations, while differ-

ent fishery inputs such as bangus fry, sugpo fry, crablets, bouy mark-

ers, ropes, and steel signages were distributed to aquaculture/ 

 

                                                    By  MMalaza 

fishpond operators and for the establishment of marine protect-

ed areas (MPA’s). 

Governor Humerlito “Bonz” A. Dolor, stressed the valuable con-

tribution of the fisheries and agriculture sector to the economy 

and its role in securing food production in battling potential 

hunger during the covid-19 pandemic. He announced important 

agriculture projects for 2021 which will further boost the agri-

culture industry in the province, among which is the establish-

ment of a Trading Center and Public Drying Facilities. 

Meanwhile, a Fisherfolk Forum was also conducted prior to the 

ceremonial turnover. It was centered on the request of small 

fishermen to temporarily suspend the implementation of the 

seasonal fishing closure or Pahingang Pangisdaan ng Oriental 

Mindoro which takes effect from November 15 to January 15. 

Prompted by the drastic effect of covid-19 pandemic on their 

livelihood, these groups requested the Provincial Government 

to allow them to fish on municipal waters during the seasonal 

closure.   

Cognizant to the adverse effect of COVID-19 pandemic on the 

livelihood of fisherfolk, Governor Dolor granted their request to 

suspend the implementation of the seasonal closure to provide 

municipal fisherfolk an opportunity to continue fishing within 

the allowable fishing ground of 10.1 to 15 km offshore to pro-

vide sustainable livelihood in the face of the pandemic. 

PGOM-PAgO extends Pamaskong 

Handog to farmers and fisherfolks  

Gov. Bonz Dolor with one of the beneficiaries of hand tractor from Brgy. 

Panikian, Naujan. Among the various interventions distributed during the 

ceremony were planting materials (top) and pumps and power sprayers 

(bottom). Rightmost photo shows Provincial Agriculturist Pine during her 

opening remarks with Gov. Dolor and BM Bong Brucal (seated). 
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Farmers affected by “Typhoon Tisoy- Ursula” continue 

to receive aid from DA 
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The Department of Agriculture – MIMAROPA Regional Field office has distributed various 

fertilizers and planting materials to Oriental Mindoro farmers who have been affected by 

Typhoon Tisoy and Ursula which hit the province in December 2019.  

A total of 32,680 bags of urea, 54,620 packs of Bio N microbial inoculant fertilizer, and 

9,000 packs of micronutrient fertilizer was allocated by DA. Beneficiaries of these fertilizer 

materials were rice, corn and vegetable farmers from the different municipalities of the 

province. Fruit and plantation growers also availed of high-quality seedling materials con-

sisted of 70,000 longkong lanzones, 70,000 duku lanzones, 56,000 rambutan, 56,000 cala-

mansi and 56,000 mango. 

The intervention is part of the Typhoon Tisoy-Ursula rehabilitation and Restoration Pro-

gram of DA-MIMAROPA. The primary objectives of the rehabilitation program are to aug-

ment agriculture production amidst high cost of soil amelioration, to optimize fertilization 

for higher yield, to promote hybrid seed and usage and to boost the morale of the general 

farming communities. 

The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office together with the respective Municipal Agricultural 

Offices had assisted DA in the distribution of these materials to the beneficiaries which 

started in October 2020 in time for the wet cropping season. 

Oriental Mindoro is dubbed as the Rice Granary of the MIMAROPA 

and is a major supplier of Mindoro Dinorado Rice. In an effort to 

promote Mindoro Dionrado Rice production, the Provincial Govern-

ment of Oriental Mindoro through the Provincial Agriculturist’s 

Office implements the Mindoro Rice Branding Program which pro-

vide seed subsidy and innovative packaging of milled rice to the 

four Rice Processing Centers (RPCs) in the province namely Naujan 

Farmers Association RPC, Bukluran Multi-purpose Cooperative RPC, 

Mindoro RPC and Bansud Livestock Multi-purpose Cooperative 

RPC. Laminated sacks which serve as the official packaging of Min-

doro Dinorado Rice were distributed to the said beneficiaries. Prior 

to this distribution, the 4 RPC’s had already received a total of 1000 

bags of Rc218 (dinorado variety) certified seeds for their respective 

production.  

On the same event, 500 plastic crates were distributed to different 

farmer associations in the province. The provision of crates is a 

component of the Post-Harvest Handling Project of PagO to man-

age postharvest losses which makes up approximately 25-35% of 

the marketing cost. The six fruit growers associations that were 

assisted include the Teresita Farmers Association of Brgy. Teresita, 

Mansalay, Pinagsabangan Vegetable Growers Association of Pina-

gasabangan I, Naujan, Lapog Matulatula Farmers Association of  

OrMin farmers receives intervention from PGOM-

PAgO                                             Socorro, Matulatula Fruits and Citrus Growers Association of 

Matulatula, Pola and Citrus Panikian Farmers Association of Pan-

ikian, Pola and ORMISAD. 

Another relevant component activity was the distribution of veg-

etable seeds for the Gulayan sa Barangay Project. Governor Hu-

merlito A. Dolor solicited the support of all Municipal Agricultur-

ist’s to facilitate the distribution of vegetable seeds to all baran-

gays of the province. The distribution of PagO interventions was 

conducted at the Tamaraw Hall of the Provincial Capitol on June 

9, 2020 and was graced by Gov. Bonz Bolor, Vice Governor CA 

Jojo Perez, SP Member Voltaire “Bong” Brucal, Provincial Admin-

istrator Hubbert Christopher Dolor and Provincial Agriculturist 

Christine Pine.   By CManongsong and SCruzado  

Gov. Bonz Dolor with PGOM Officials and the beneficiaries of the 

Gulayan sa Bakuran Project. 
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The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office has developed an Audio Video 

Presentation (AVP) material that will showcase the processes in-

volved in producing value added products from different agricultur-

al commodities. This is in line with PAgO’s continued efforts to ca-

pacitate its stakeholders without regularly attending trainings due 

to the Covid-19 pandemic. Through this AVP, farmers and rural-

based organizations will have the opportunity to learn and acquire 

new techniques on value addition products in the comfort of their 

houses or offices and reducing their exposure to the threat of covid-

19. The AVP material along with the product samples will be distrib-

uted to every municipality/city in the province and to the different 

rural-based organizations.  

The AVP material features rice-based products, banana-based prod-

ucts, calamansi-based products, and coconut-based products. A 

clear and detailed step by step procedure of product development 

is highlighted. Among the various products that will be showcased 

are Banana tartlets, Banana flour, Banana crackers in various fla-

vors, Banana noodles, Banana chewies, and Banana polvoron. Coco-

nut flour, Sweetened Coconut Crackers, Plain Coconut crackers, 

Coconut macaroons, Coconut tartlets, and Coconut Wine for the 

coconut-based products. The calamansi-based products will include 

Sweetened Calamansi Concentrate, Calamansi Marmalade, Cala-

mansi tartlets, Calamansi Wine, and Concentrated  Calamansi Paste 

while the rice-based products are Roasted Rice Brew, Rice Flour, 

Rice Buchi, Rice Empanada, Roasted Rice Brew Mix.  

The photoshoot activity was made at the Mindoro State College of 

Agriculture and Technology (MINSCAT) Calapan City Campus on 

November 2-6, 2020. Ms. Kristia Trixia Luz M. Barcelona, PagO’s 

Food Technologist and focal person for Value Addition Program 

spearheads the PAgO team for the activity. They were assisted by 

experts from MINSCAT who provides supervision and ensures that 

food safety and 

hygiene proce-

dures were fol-

lowed. The Re-

source Personnel 

are Ms. Mina A. 

Caoli, Mr. Mario 

De castro Jr., Mr. 

Ronnie F. Magsino 

and Mr. Kester 

Paul C. Adeva. 

 

The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office conducted multiple on-site 

soil analyses for rice farmers in Naujan and Gloria, Oriental Min-

doro on September 17-18 and October 1-2, 2020 respectively. A 

total of 151 farmers benefitted from this free soil testing service 

with the aim of enhancing production through effective soil fer-

tilization. 

Mr. Nestor de Guzman, Agriculturist II and Mr. Ruel Balay, Agri-

cultural Technician together with Mr. Ramilo Lorenzo U. Ostil, 

Chief of PagO’s Technical Support Services Division spearheaded 

the conduct of the soil analysis. Soil Test Kit (STK), a rapid test 

was employed. Farmers were then given recommendations on 

the amount, kind and timing of fertilizer application based on 

the result of the soil test. 

Among the rice farming communities where the soil testing was 

conducted were Barangays Malaya, Adrialuna, San Carlos, Ba-

gong Buhay and Pagkakaisa in Naujan, Barangays Manguyang, 

Kawit, Maligaya and A. Bonifacio in Gloria. A total 172 soil sam-

ples were collected and analyzed and a similar number of rec-

ommendations were generated and distributed to the respec-

tive farmer. The soil test was made before the actual planting so 

the farmer beneficiaries could incorporate the recommenda-

tions for the duration of the cropping season. 

This is an ongoing initiative of PAgO in an effort to enhance crop 

production which is envisioned to improve farm income. A soil 

map will be likewise generated to guide farmers in sustainable 

farming. 
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Mr. Nestor de Guzman and Mr. Ruel Balay conduct soil analysis at 

Brgy. Kawit, Gloria. 

PAgO conducts on-site soil analysis 

for Naujan and Gloria farmers 
By LGarcia and MMalaza 

PAgO develops AVP for OrMin’s wide   ar-

ray of value addition products       By KBarcelona 

Diversity of value added products from banner 

commodities (rice, calamansi, banana, coconut and 

rootcrops). 



The Provincial Agriculturist’s Office conducted a planning work-

shop on the Formulation of Oriental Mindoro’s Aquaculture De-

velopment Plan for 2020-2023. The 2 day-activity was conducted 

on August 5-6, 2020 at Gabutero Organic Farm Resort in Brgy. 

Libonan, Bongabong. 

The Plan will serve as baseline documentation of the current 

status of aquaculture in the province, identify the threats, issues 

and problems, strategies and interventions, and sources of in-

vestments requirements that will provide the needed boost and 

develop the aquaculture sector.  

The workshop was attended by 36 participants coming from fish-

pond operators, traders and suppliers, Municipal Agricultural 

Offices, and government line agencies such as BFAR, Land Bank 

of The Philippines, DOST and PENRO. In line with the Inter-

Agency Task Force guidelines on corona virus pandemic, the 

workshop follows safety and health measures such as social dis-

tancing and wearing of face mask during the 2-day workshop. 

Mr. Rene Parreno and Ms. Cherly Montoya of BFAR-MIMAROPA 

serves as the Resource Speakers while the team from PAgo led 

by Ms. Marilyn Alcañices, Supervising Agriculturist and Ms. Cher-

ry Mae Mingo, Agricultural Technologist serves as the facilitators. 

Provincial Agriculturist’s Christine M. Pine stated that the activity 

is envisioned to revive the aquaculture sector of the province to 

ensure available and affordable fishery products in the province. 

Fourteen Farmer Associations from the 1st District of Oriental 

Mindoro received various farm machineries and equipment from 

the Department of Agriculture-Philippine Center for Postharvest 

Development and Mechanization (PhilMECH) during the turnover 

ceremony held on October 14, 2020 at the Bulwagang Panlalawig-

an, Provincial Capitol Complex, Calapan City. 

This is the first batch of distribution conducted by PhilMECH un-

der the mechanization component of RCEF or the Rice Competi-

tiveness Enhancement Fund. A total of P31,620,000.00 worth of 

farm machineries and equipment comprised of 12 units of four-

wheel tractor, 29 hand tractors and 6 floating tillers were distrib-

uted to the beneficiaries coming from the municipalities of Baco, 

Pola, San Teodoro, Socorro, Victoria and Calapan City. Meanwhile 

4 units of combine harvester, 1 walk-behind transplanter and 1 

rice precision seeder was delivered on site. 

The turnover ceremony was attended by Dr. Baldwin Jallorina, 

Director IV of PhilMECH, Antonio Gerundio, DA-MIMAROPA Re-

gional Executive Director, Mr. Pat Andrew Barrientos, ATI-

MIMAROPA Center Director while Governor Humerlito Dolor led 

the Provincial Officials together with SP Members Bong Brucal, 

Mikan Leachon, Provincial Admiistrator Hubbert Christopher Dol-

or, City Councilor Charles Pansoy of Calapan City, FA leaders and 

representatives and Provincial Agriculturist Christine Pine. 

Governor Dolor is thankful of PhilMECH’s mechanization support 

and emphasized the importance of agriculture as was felt during 

the Covid-19 crises. He added that mechanization is key to in-

crease production as has been proven in other countries where 

machineries are dominant to their farm operations. 

The said farmer associations are the pilot beneficiaries of the 

RCEF Mechanization Program in the province, Dr. Jallorina com-

mended the associations as they were selected following PhiL-

MECH evaluations because of their active pursuit of their objec-

tives. 

 

By MMalaza and JBay-ongan 
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Governor Bonz Dolor, Executive Director Jallorina, RD Antonio Gerundio, 

with FA beneficiaries during the ceremonial turnover of  4-wheel tractor 

units. 

PAgO spearheads workshop on the formula-

tion of OrMin’s Aquaculture Dev’t Plan  

By CMMingo, MAlcañices and MMalaza 

Participants prepare their workshop output for presentation during the 

planning workshop on the Formulation of Oriental Mindoro’s Aquacul-

ture Development Plan 
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The Provincial Government of Oriental Mindoro through the Pro-

vincial Agriculturist’s Office initiated the revitalization of the Com-

munity Garden Project or Gulayan sa Barangay to ensure available 

food for Mindoreños. The project intends to support a food-secure 

Oriental Mindoro much more in time of health emergency period. 

It aims to encourage all Mindoreños to get involved in government

-led actions in ensuring available and affordable food and prevent 

food scarcity to address the threat of hunger amidst the threat of 

the COVID-19 virus.  

The launching ceremony was held on May 23, 2020 at the Bulala-

cao Gymnasium, Bulalacao, Oriental Mindoro. PAgO provided in-

puts such as assorted vegetable seeds, corn seed and technical 

assistance. Initial recipients were the 15 barangays of Bulalacao 

but all 426 barangays of the province will be provided with the 

same assistance.  

Fishpond operators to learn from PAgO AVP on 

aquaculture technology                                     By MMalaza 

The photoshoot activity was conducted in October 2020 in 

aquaculture sites in Baco and Pola. The developed material 

will be reproduced and distributed to all municipalities of 

the province and to the fishpond owners and operators. 

In a 2019 consultation with fishpond associations to gauge 

the current status of the aquaculture industry and identify 

ways to increase production, one of the immediate actions 

recommended was to 

capacitate fishpond 

operators/fish farmers 

on new technologies 

on aquaculture and 

adopt high value spe-

cies culture system in 

the province. The prov-

ince has a total aqua-

culture (fishpond) area 

of 3,107.938 hectares. 

PGOM-PAgO launches Community Garden 

Project                                                 By SCruzado 
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The project intends to develop at least 500 square meters com-

munal garden per barangay with favorable soil, with available 

water and sufficient sunlight in rural areas. Urban Barangays 

with limited space may opt to use urban gardening plant con-

tainers such as used cans, plastic bottles, plastic shopping bags, 

old pails, buckets and wash tubs, wooden and styrofoam boxes.  

Assistance from the Department Agriculture under the Ahon 

Lahat, Pagkain Sapat Kontra sa COVID-19 or ALPAS COVID-19 

was solicited to sustain the project.  Alongside this, The Depart-

ment of Agriculture-MIMAROPA Region through the leadership 

of RED Antonio Gerundio allotted PhP 750T for agricultural in-

puts like seeds, fertilizers, garden tools from DA-MIMAROPA to 

complement the Gulayan sa Barangay Project of the province. 

They will be establishing community gardens in selected baran-

gays in the province as well. 

Meanwhile, fisherfolks from 8 coastal barangays of Bulalacao 

and a fishermen group likewise received assistance. Various 

materials to be used for repair of damaged fishing boats were 

distributed. A financial assistance in the amount of P150,000.00 

was also awarded to Milagrosa Fish Pond and Fishermen Associ-

ation. 

Minimum public health standards were strictly followed 

throughout the distribution. The ceremony was led by Governor 

Humerlito “Bonz” Dolor, Vice Governor CA Jojo Perez, SP Mem-

ber Voltaire “Bong” Brucal,  Mayor Ernilo Villas, Provincial Agri-

culturist Christine Pine, Municipal Agriculturist Rommel de Guz-

man of Bulalacao and barangay officials and representatives of 

the recipient barangays. 

Governor Humerlito Bonz Dolor and Vice Governor CA Jojo Perez led the 

ceremonial turnover of assorted vegetable seeds to barangay beneficiar-

ies of the Gulayan sa Bakuran project.  

Fishpond owners, operators and other aquaculture stakeholders will 
continue to be capacitated through an Audio Video Presentation 
(AVP) material developed by the Provincial Agriculturist’s Office. Due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, face-to-face activities like trainings and 
meetings were restricted and the need for the continued capacita-
tion of PAgO’s stakeholders prompted PAgO to develop the AVP.  
  
The AVP material features guide on Polyculture of grouper, samaral/

pompano and milkfish in cage, milkfish and shrimp culture in 

brakishwater fishpond, intensive farming of tilapia in tank/pond and 

bangus fingerling production. This undertaking is spearheaded by 

Ms. Cherry Mae Mingo, Agricultural technologist of PAgO’s - Fisher-

ies and Coastal Resource Management Division (FCRM) and Ms. 

Marilyn M. Alcañices, Supervising Agriculturist and Chief of the 

FCRM Division. 
Photoshoot activity conducted in Pola 

for fish cage production technology 
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The Oriental Mindoro Food Corridor                                                                                 By Mariannell Ramos 

The  Provincial Government of Oriental Mindoro, through the dynamic and able leadership of  Hon. Governor Humerlito “Bonz” A. Dol-

or, had issued Executive Order 25  on March 18, 2020 to establish the Oriental Mindoro Food Corridor,  which  pertains to the stretch 

of the Strong Republic Nautical Highway (SRNH) from Calapan Port to Roxas Port to Bulalacao Port and the Boundary between Oriental 

and Occidental Mindoro at Milagrosa Port and vice versa, that was rendered open to allow the normal course of food, food products, 

fresh fruits and vegetables, livestock and poultry, frozen meat and processed food products, feeds, fertilizers, and other agricultural 

inputs and fishery commodities, medicine, medical supplies, and all essential goods entering or passing through the province during the 

community quarantines while ensuring the monitoring, containment, control, and prevention of the spread of COVID-19. 

The issuance of EO 25 and the series of EOs thereafter (EO 25-A, 28, 30, 36) allowed  unhampered movement of food and essentials 

goods into, from and through the province to ensure available food for  Mindorenos and other Filipinos depending on the province for 

food.  

The EO allowed for the establishment of a monitoring system of all cargo vehicles entering the province through four (4) major entry 

points; Calapan Port, Roxas Port, Bulalacao Port, and Milagrosa Port between Oriental and Occidental Mindoro. A monitoring system to 

keep track of vehicles, drivers and helpers and ensuring minimal exposure of fellow Mindorenos with these transport workers was es-

tablished and maintained. The EO also outlined policies to ensure control of  entry and disease  spread by maintaining strict health pro-

tocols, regular wearing of masks, social distancing, and  not allowing drivers and helpers to leave their respective vehicles unless under 

extreme emergencies 

PGOM personnel are continuously manning the 4 ports to ensure strict implementation of the Executive Order. Escorting of cargo vehi-

cles was done for one and a half months while under ECQ. The system currently adopted to ensure the normal flow of food and goods 

is through close monitoring and data generation at the ports of entry and exit as well as placing stickers at the back and side doors and 

windows of incoming vehicles. The accreditation of truckers and deputation of escorts to ensure that health protocols are maintained 

were also employed in accordance with the EO. 

A total of 93,825 rolling cargoes were allowed entry through the Food Corridor from March 20 to November 30, 2020 where 79.87% 
entered through Calapan Port. This is trailed by Roxas Port which accounts for 12.45% of the haulers coming into the province, fol-
lowed by 5.86% from Milagrosa Port and the least  (1.82%) came in through Bulalacao Port. The average number of cargo trucks  from 
all ports  since the establishment of the Food Corridor is 378 per day.  
 
Accreditation is another scheme used to minimize escorting by PGOM personnel and vehicles (to focus on the delivery of PAgO’s man-

dated services) without compromising health safety protocols. Truckers have to comply with application requirements including a 

Statement of Commitment which embodies the pledge of the truck owners to ensure compliance that transport personnel passing 

through the food corridor follow the provisions stipulated in the series of EOs. An Orientation to ensure that standard health protocols 

are observed was conducted. To date, a total of 372 trucks had been  accredited for 173 truckers. 

The well-organized management of the Oriental Mindoro Food Corridor has been instrumental in ensuring the efficient shipment of 

local agricultural produce. Since March 16 to date, a total of 748,617 bags of rice had been shipped out of the province to cater to the 

needs of Metro Manila and other provinces.  This translates to a gross income of PhP 1.347B for Oriental Mindoro rice farmers/millers/

traders. 

Another realization from the establishment of the food corridor is the unhampered movement of agricultural stakeholders to support 

food production and agri-business activities towards food security. The Governor through his regular teleconferences and Executive 

Orders had informed the public of policies such as issuances of a Provincial Certification  and later on Municipal/city certification from 

MAO and Health Office exempting farmers, fisherfolk,farm laborers, traders, agri-based workers from  the community quarantine to 

continuously pursue farming and agri-business operations and facilitating interbarangay and intermunicipality movement of agri-

stakeholders and agri produce. 

The initiative of the Provincial Government on the Food Corridor in strong partnership with the LGUs and the private sector has readily 

sustained the role of Oriental Mindoro as foodbasket of the Southern Tagalog Region and Metro Manila, amidst the threat of COVID-

19. 
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ENTRY POINTS 

NO. OF TOTAL 
ROLLING CAR-

GOES 

AVERAGE NO. 
OF ROLLING 

CARGOES PER 
DAY 

Calapan Port 74,935 303.4 

Roxas Port 11,685 45.8 

Bulalacao Port 1,707 6.7 

Milagrosa Boundary 5,498 21.6 

TOTAL 93,825 377.46 

Total Number of Rolling Cargoes passing through the Oriental Min-

doro Food Corridor from March 20 – November 30, 2020 

        

ENTRY-
POINTS 

Total 
Number 
of RCs 

No. of point 
to point RCs 

Percentage 
of point to 
point RCs 

Calapan 74,935 9, 344 12.47% 

Roxas 11,685 9, 669 82.75% 

Bulalacao 1,707 1511 88.52% 

Milagrosa 5,540 1,531 27.64% 

TOTAL 93,825 22,055 23.51% 

Summary of Point to Point Rolling Cargoes passing through         

the OrMin Food Corridor from March 20 – November 30, 2020 
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Oriental Mindoro Food Corridor  Snapshots 
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